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US Wind Proposes $20 Million to Support Local Fishermen

US Wind has proposed $20 million to support commercial fishing under memoranda of understanding 
reached with the Maryland Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) and the Delaware Department of 
Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC).

The agreements, developed in response to feedback from the local commercial fishing industry, will provide 
funding to commercial fishermen and others above and beyond what the federal Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management (BOEM) required.

In Maryland, US Wind reduced the planned footprint of harbor-front facilities after hearing feedback from 
locals. Included in the $20 million package is $13.5 million for the Maryland Fishing Community Resilience 
Fund, which provides:

	 • �Grants for fishing businesses in the harbor to continue the offloading of catch and ice services; 

	 • �30 years of funding for West Ocean City Harbor maintenance, such as dredging requested each year  
by the community, dock and shore stabilization; and

	 • �Substantial money for gear development, marketing of local seafood, fishing business development,  
 commercial and charter fishing, and incentives for new commercial fishermen.

In the Delaware MOU, the Multi-Use Fishing Community Resilience Fund will provide significant funding for 
fishing-related research, such as novel fishing gear development.

In addition to the Resilience Funds for each state, the MOUs will establish two further areas of multi-state 
monetary support:

	 • �A $5.4 million direct, claims-based compensation program for commercial and for-hire recreational 
fishermen who demonstrate impacts to their fisheries revenue from US Wind projects. 

	 • �More than $1 million in funds for upgraded navigation safety equipment and safety training that will be 
available to Maryland and Delaware-based vessels and crew who operate in the vicinity of the windfarms.

Maryland Delaware

Direct Compensation Fund $5,455,131

Navigation Safety Fund $1,041,000

Resilience Funds $13,504,000 $300,000

Total Proposed Funding $20,300,131
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To support its offshore wind projects, US Wind plans to establish an Operations and Maintenance (O&M) 
facility in the West Ocean City Harbor, relatively close to where the wind turbines will be located offshore. 
The harbor front O&M facility will serve as the primary location to plan and coordinate wind turbine and 
offshore substation maintenance and servicing operations for US Wind’s offshore wind projects. Services 
that the facility will provide include wind farm monitoring, maintenance planning and logistics, crew support, 
warehousing, and parking, as well as quayside and berthing areas for crew transfer vessels (CTVs). The O&M 
facility will not house large wind turbine components, such as blades, towers, or monopiles, and will not berth 
large deep draft vessels that cannot enter the West Ocean City Harbor.

In 2023, two West Ocean City, Maryland, harbor property owners approached US Wind, resulting in purchase 
option agreements with both owners. The West Ocean City Harbor is an area that provides services to 
the fishing community, and US Wind has looked to reduce the impacts on the fishing community services 
provided at these properties. Under the company’s proposal in the MOU with Maryland DNR, the company 
will use only one of the two properties that it has optioned in West Ocean City. By only developing one site 
instead of two and investing in grants for fishing service providers, the agreement will benefit and enhance 
the resilience of commercial fishing services at the West Ocean City Harbor.


